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Gaspesians whose names appeared on
the books of the bankrupt trading
firm of Armstrong and Huntoon of
Restigouche, District of Gaspé€,
for the year 1818,
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THE ARMSTRONG ASSIGNMENT

FOREWORD

In September, 1821, Zdward Armstrong of the Parish of Berthier
in the District of Montreal, partner with Charles Huntoon in the
firm of ARMSTRONG AND HUNTOON, Traders, came before Edward Glack-
emeyer, Notary Public of the City of Québec to make Assignment
of his bankrupt business. The result was a Deed of Assignment of
some eighteen legal-sized pages by which the goods of the store
at Restigouche in the District of Gaspé and the outstanding accounts
of Gaspesians were transferred to Laughlan Thomas MacPherson,N.P.,
for settlement, collection and satisfaction of the creditors of
the firm. As noted in previous articles of this series, MacPherson
was a son of Daniel MacPherson, successful competitor of Charles
Robin in the Gaspé Fishery and later the Seignior of Crane Island.

This wordy Deed of Assignment is of particular interest for
the lists it includes of Gaspesians whose names appeared on the
books of ARMSTRONG AND HUNTOON in 1818.
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EEL RIVER AND RESTIGOUCHE (CTD)
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EEL RIVER AND RESTIGOUCHE (CTD)
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GRAND RIVER (CTD)
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12.

VISTA

The foregoing listing of Gaspesian names from the books of the
bankrupt trading company of ARMSTRONG AND HUNTOON of Restigouche
should be considered in the perspective of the time. In 1818
the long and bitter struggle between Britain and Napoleonic France
was finally at an end, as was the War of 1812-1814 between Britain
and the United States of America. For Gaspesians, SO dependent on
sea-borne shipping and trade, peace was a great boon.

In Gaspesia, the descendants of the United Empire Loyalists
who had settled in communities from Restigouche to Gaspé Bay had
integrated into the social and business 1ife of the District of
Gaspé. Though many of the pioneer Loyalists, such as Col.Isaac Man
of Restigouche had passed away, the new generation had produced
a race of enterprising shipbuilders, mariners and traders. Charles
Robin, founder of the great fishing firm that bore his name, was
still alive and living in his native Jersey in 1818, though the
active management of his business had fallen to his nephews.Robin's
worthy competitor in the Gaspesian fishery, Daniel MacPherson,
had also retired from the Coast to become the Seignior of Crane
Island (Ile aux Grues) Gaspesia had its own "bona fide" Seignior
in Matthew Stewart of the extensive Shoolbred Seigniory whose

business interests, in association with his brothers, extended from
the Restigouche to Gaspé Bay.

In 1818 the career of the Hon. Judge William Crawford in the
District of Gaspé was coming to an end. The Gaspé Land Claims
Commission was about to hold its important hearings along the Coast
and Gaspesia, which had been without a resident Protestant minister
since 1760 was about to welcome the Rev. John Suddard.

To this perspective, subjective as it is, THE ARMSTRONG ASSIGNMENT

will add, it is hoped, yet another fragment of information on our
*£T heritage. : .






